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the whole plan was assured, though the confusion in the city
must have been considerable. ' Owing to the vast size of the
place, the inhabitants of the central parts, long after the outer
portions of the town were taken, knew nothing of what had
chanced, but as they we^re engaged in a festival, continued
dancing and revelling until they learnt the capture but too
certainly.' 9 All this, incidentally, gives point to the curious
words used in the Bible by the prophet Jeremiah : ' One post
shall run to meet another, and one messenger to meet another,
to show the king of Babylon that his city is taken at one end/
(Jer. li. 31.)

Herodotus' account varies only slightly from that of Xeno-
phon. He does not mention the trench, but suggests that,
leaving the main part of his army concentrated at the points
where the Euphrates entered and left the city, Cyrus with-
drew the remainder upstream to a point where he had no
difficulty in breaking down the eastern bund and diverting
the river into what is now called the Aqar Quf depression.
This served the same purpose of leaving the river-bed dry.

So the second great capital city of Mesopotamia had fallen,
and this was the end of Babylonian greatness. Alexander
the Great was to revive it for a short while, mainly out of
respect for its illustrious past, but his successors built them-
selves new capitals on the banks of the Tigris and the Orontes
and the temples and palaces of Babylon soon crumbled to the
depressing heap which we see today. Iraq, meanwhile, had
for the first time become the province of a foreign empire.

The extension of Cyrus' conquests to the west and the north
have no place in this story, for Mesopotamia, once it had
fallen under the domination of Persia, showed little interest
in and remained unaffected by the imperial triumphs of its
masters in other parts of the world. Cyrus met his death in
Media while endeavouring to quell a revolt of the barbaric
Scythian element which had never been effectively reconciled
to his dynasty. He was succeeded by his son, Cambyses, who
succeeded in extending his possessions by subjugating Syria
:and Egypt: and soon, for the first time in history, the whole
East, from the Black Sea to the Nile and from the Mediter-
ranean to the Oxus, was united in a single empire.

This first great eastern empire was in several ways remark-
able. The Achaemenian Persians, as Cyrus7 people were